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WASHINGTON, 
Wednesday, 


ONE OF the most colourful 


‘and brutal fends of the 
i next four years could weil 
' be the war, now escalating, 
{ fast, between President - 
| Nixon and the Washington 
Post. ° 
White House aides are 


talking openly about how to 
“screw” the paper by 
blockading it, starving it of 
news and sealing ofl access 
to sourees in the snow. 

Mr Nixon E : 
of its supermacy oF giving a 
FOVeLGUS post-mection inter- 
view, packed with headlines and 


revelations, to the Post's only 
rival newspaper, the Evemng 
Star, 


This weck, in & move some are 
calling “the Scrooge 
Manoeuvre.” he decided to bar 
ail Washington Post reporters 
from coverina the festive round 
of Christmas partigs al” the 
White House. 

The Post has feng 
source of slizhts and nuisances 
to Mr Nixen. But the final 
broach came tis aun when 
two Young repurlers, digeamy in- 
to the Watergate affalr. came 
up With a macs of unsavoury 
evidence that  bienly placed 
Members of tue Nixcn staiY had 


been 2 


been involved in political Weex by week, as the stury 


mined the waters ~ 


sabotage, spying and tbe erude 


foryving of documents ia order. 


to discredit leading Democrats 
in_an election vear, 

Behind a facade of non- 
chalance, [ detect a mood ot 
distinct unease m the shiny new 
offices of the Post on 15th 
Street. Four years of siere like 
this could create a news famine 
at the paper which may erode 
its popularity, Jeavine it with 
lithe but a woll<tevelaped sense 
of moral superiority. 


ANLLY 


On the face of it. the Washine- 
ton Post is fat and flourishing. 
The Sunday edition runs to 
hearly 200 pares, not counting 
assorted magazines and comics. 


The paper has wacoubted 
Strenm.ns. It is an excelent 
locul paper, perhaps the best 


echronicie of simall-town affairs 
in America. Coverage of the 
arts. such as they aire, is live 
The leader pag embellish 
With the angrv toon of Hero 
lock, is Written with aulhormey 
and verve 

But, for some time it seems to 
me, the mystique of ute Post has 
t vearing povilously thin aod 


has hit the paper in ts wes 
spot. coveraze of the Nixon 
adiminissration itself. 


1 


of Vietnam peace diplomacy un- 
folded, the Post hus been worsted 
by the superior newsagalhering 
resourres of the New York 
Times. 2 : 
It was the Times which dis- 
closed the first signal of the 
dramatic peace eflort—-a cutnack 
in U.S. air strikes over North 
Vietnam and first published a 
Summary Of the draft agreenient 
Wilh Tanot Gn Monday of the 
week, the Times set the seal on 
A string of scoops: a detailed 
report fram its Washimeon 
Bureau of steps Mr Nixon was 
considering to hasten a cease- 
fire, “including the further 
Inining of ‘Haiphong harbour. 
Toe best the Post could man- 
age was a circumstantial story, 
Jate in the day, of a snift in 
American bombing policy from 
an AP writer in Saigon. 
Nothing better iustrates the 
Strange 1aner mechanisms of the 
Wasiergton Post than the afair 
of the Pentugon papers, per- 
hats the bineast seoon of the 
Jast four years. 


On that Sunday in June’ 1971, 
tS 


while the ‘Times led 


‘ front 
Pause with the firss, 


ting 


the origins’ and escalation af 
the Victnam war, the Past 


Splasied an unflattering photo- 
graph of Tricia Mixon’s wedding. 


the resule of a petty feud with 
the White House’ over who 


should oe allowed to cover the 
ceremony, o 

Divs later, the Post finally 
Published some excerpts of its 
own from the Pentagon papers, 
and after a contest in cours 
fulsomely congratulated — itself 
on the achievement. 

Possit!'y Mr Nixon knows ar 
easy target when he sees one. 
The St sometimes seems 
fy prone to compla- 
eeney and immune to self-doubt. 

“Our philosophy.” a ioftv 
leader writer once 


happened uwniti tte is published 
Mm the Wushinglon Post.” 

I semetimes wonder how fone 
that philosophy would survive 
in the bracing ‘climate of Fleet 
Street. : 
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